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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: there are a 
number of grammatical and typographical errors. For instance, the word "is" on line 13 
of page 12 should read "if," and "Switch is" on line 14 of page 12 should read 
"Switches." 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 2 recites the limitation "said fingers" in line 4. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Only one finger had been recited prior 
to the mention of "said fingers" in claim 2. 

4. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The phrases "indexing rings" and "indexing pins" on lines 4 
and 6 respectively of claim 8 are unclear. The disclosure does not indicate how the 
modifier "indexing" limits the components it is associated with. Accordingly, the term 
"indexing" was broadly interpreted for examination purposes. 
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5. Claims 9 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite because they are dependent on indefinite claim 8. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1, 2, and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Chan (US Patent Number 6238022). Chan (Figure 4) discloses a disc storage unit 
comprising a case (10), a tray (21 and interior of 10) supported by the case and 
configured to support an array of discs in respective parallel substantially vertical planes 
across which respective coaxial axes of the discs pass substantially horizontally, a disc- 
raising mechanism (23) comprising a finger (viewed as A in Exhibit 1) activatable to lift 
one of the discs from the tray within its respective plane to thereby render the disc non- 
coaxial with other discs that might be supported by the tray, and an indexing 
mechanism (15) configured to cause the disc-raising mechanism to raise others of said 
discs in a like manner. 

8. Regarding claim 2, Chan discloses a raising mechanism comprising a pivot bar 
(B) to which there is slidably mounted a carriage beam (24) from which a plurality of 
fingers (23) extend. 
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9. Regarding claim 1 0, Chan discloses a disc storage unit further comprising a disc 
positioner (21) and comprising a plurality of slots through which individual discs pass. 

1 0. Regarding claim 1 1 , Chan discloses a disc storage unit further comprising a 
cover (11) attached hingedly to the case and covering any discs stored therein. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 1 2, Chan discloses a disc storage unit further comprising fingers 
(23) spaced equally along the pivot bar capable of being made to co-operate with every 
n ,h disc. 




Exhibit 1: Chan '022 Figure 4 
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12. Claims 1-6, 10-12, and 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Bando (US Patent Number 5790485). Bando (Figures 1, 2, 9, and 10) 
discloses a disc storage unit comprising a case (1), a tray (6) supported by the case and 
configured to support an array of discs in respective parallel substantially vertical planes 
across which respective coaxial axes of the discs pass substantially horizontally, a disc- 
raising mechanism (8) comprising a finger (47b) activatable to lift one of the discs from 
the tray within its respective plane to thereby render the disc non-coaxial with other 
discs that might be supported by the tray, and an indexing mechanism (7) configured to 
cause the disc-raising mechanism to raise others of said discs in a like manner. 

13. Regarding claim 2, Bando discloses a raising mechanism comprising a pivot bar 
(47c and 48c) to which there is slidably mounted a carriage beam (47a and 47a) from 
which a plurality of fingers (47b and 48b) extend. 

14. Regarding claim 3, Bando discloses fingers that are curved to substantially follow 
an arc of the periphery of the discs. 

15. Regarding claim 4, Bando discloses an electric motor (27) for operating the pivot 
bar. 

16. Regarding claim 5, Bando discloses a gearbox (28) that reduces output speed of 
the electric motor (not discussed, but would clearly be the case based on Bando's 
figures) and drives the pivot bar by way of shaft (21), gear (33), etc. 

17. Regarding claim 6, Bando discloses a belt drive (24) between pinions (22) and 
(25). 
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18. Regarding claim 10, Bando discloses a disc positioner (15) affixed to the case 
and comprising a plurality of slots through which individual discs pass. 

19. Regarding claim 11, Bando discloses a cover (2) attached hingedly to the case 
and covering any discs stored therein. 

20. Regarding claim 12, Bando discloses fingers space along the pivot bar capable 
of cooperating with every n th disc. 

21 . Regarding claim 16, Bando discloses a cover (2) attached hingedly to the case 
and covering any of the discs stored therein and a first safety switch (81) associated 
with the motor and closes upon closing the cover. 

22. Regarding claim 17, Bando discloses a second safety switch (13) associated with 
the disc raising mechanism and closed when one of the discs is raised from the tray. 




Bando '485 Figure 1 




Bando '485 Figure 9 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



23. Claims 7, 13, and 14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

24. Claims 8, 9, and 15 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of 
the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



25. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The Ma reference (US Patent Number 6215264) is cited for 
disclosing a motorized disc storage unit. The Bader (US Patent Number 1878659) and 
Kuzara (US Patent Number 5584544) references are cited for disclosing various 
recorded media storage systems. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Philip Gabler whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6038. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:30 AM to 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on (571) 272-6867. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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